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Organic at the National Level
Organic Land & Lawn Care-What’s new
Chip Osborne, Osborne Organics

Nationally attitudes are slowly changing
Looking back 15 or 20 years we can see that
there has been significant change in a relatively
short time frame.
There is a need for further change in the
laws that regulate toxic pesticides and and the
promotion of organic land care as the solution.

There is a growing increase in awareness at the
national level—
politically, advocacy, health, environment,
science, and overall sustainability
President Obama’s Executive Order 2008
Much of the awareness originates locally while
other is happening at the state and federal level
Local can be very effective
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Some by mandate– some voluntary
Tacoma Park, MD
Eugene OR
Portland, OR
Boulder, CO
Springfield, MA
Marblehead, MA

Ogunquit, ME
Philadelphia, PA
State of CT
State of NY
Scarborough, ME

Department of the Interior Fish & Wildlife
Department of the Interior National Park Service

The pesticide issue
•
•
•
•

FIFRA is an act of Congress
The EPA administers the law
It is a bad law- written by the industry in 1972
Sometimes EPA holds to its own process-chemical mentality• Sometimes its hands are tied and it can’t do
the right thing without a change in the law

Because our pesticide laws are based on FIFRA
and risk assessment we cannot ban or place
restriction on some materials as easily as the
European Union
EU operates on the Precautionary Principle
What is risk assessment?
Risk versus benefit

2

12/16/2014

Assessing FIFRA
The Federal, Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act
(FIFRA), the nation’s primary law facilitating pesticide
registration, provides an inadequate framework:
n
n
n
n
n
n

Risk Assessment Flaws
Conditional Registration
Unreasonable Adverse Effects
Lack of Efficacy/Essentiality Consideration
Inadequate Labels and Enforcement
Emergency Exemptions and Special Local Needs

Solutions needed for improved application of FIFRA
standards in general, and especially for pollinators.

A lot of focus on pollinators
EPA mostly interested in a use and creation of habitat and
buffer to support pollinators-not seeking alternative
product or practices
Urban and suburban residential and municipal use and
general land management not really a focus for them
National Pest Management Association has been asked
by the EPA to define buffers for sports fields and lawns
Neonic seed treatments do not work but are sold anyway
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The biggest issue is that the mindset of the
regulators does not accept or acknowledge the
potential for a holistic approach to management
It all boils down to risk versus benefit
Resistance is a predictable scenario
Pesticide treadmill
We need to redefine benefit– that is the big
paradigm shift

Organic is the Solution
Conventional focuses on treating symptoms
Organic focuses on solving problems
We need to present ourselves as advocating for
change by focusing on land management
decisions from a systems-based perspective

Realities to be embraced
We need to meet the need for high-quality turf
and landscapes when needed but will accept
lower quality when indicated or desired
High quality or high expectations is not
necessarily good
Low quality or low expectations is not
necessarily bad
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Examples of change and successes
nationally

Real life situations that are examples of how
effective our protocols, practices, and products
can be when used and employed by an
educated practitioner

State House Annapolis, MD
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State House Boston, MA

Canton Waterfront Park
Baltimore, MD
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National Park Service

3 Sites-3 Years
• One had an unexpected problem that were
solved with alternative products
• One was a side-by-side test plot with the four
step program and the results were the same
• One showed significant improvement in the
turf after Year 2
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Midwest region turf stewardship
Project
Began at the highest level of the IPM office in
Washington
Has now moved through the agency and
embraced by the Green Parks Program, One
Health, Sustainability in Purchasing, and the
Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation
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Organic lawn and land care
What’s new?
Way beyond the days of the bag of organic
fertilizer and some cultural practices
If you look at a lawn as a lawn you will be
challenged
If you look at a lawn as a system you experience
your best chance for success

The biggest difference between now and 1995 is
that we are focusing on building a healthy
system as opposed to trying to facilitate a
product for product swap out
This newer way of looking at things from a
systems-based perspective is fully supported by
the science-based programs we are creating

15 Years ago we could list product suppliers to
the organic land care industry on one hand
Today it is a very different story
The biggest difference from the product side is
that we have no one major clearinghouse like
the conventional industry (John Deere/Lesco)
Many individual companies and many of the
best are in your region
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It is not just about N, P, K,
It is the option for multiple inputs that address
different levels of the system either simultaneously
or seasonally
It is not just fertilizer or basic practices, but rather
changing the system if something is not doing well
We need to understand the system and what it
takes to make each aspect operate appropriately
with as few inputs as possible, based on
expectations

Greenwich 10 acre system
Managing all aspects of the system
Woodlot--composting and wood chip production
Grass 85,000 ft.² and being reduced
Beds 75,000 ft.²,
50+trees,
Hardscape

Used to be upwards of 10 pesticide applications a
year across the board
2009 to 2014
5 years
One pesticide application, not including
horticultural oils, soaps, and alternative product
Guess what—the “weeds” are back. Herbicides do
not eradicate, they suppress.
Bentgrass has compromised the system
Now manage dual system with its limitations

11

12/16/2014

Small lawn system
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Crabgrass-why?

Broadly addressing entire system
low dose inputs

Reduce grass
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Martha’s Vineyard system

Peaceful coexistence
and now accepted by client

What is our role
Those of you in this room are in the forefront of
this wave of change and it is you will drive it
forward
The effort undertaken by CT NOFA and the
original organic land care committee– circa
1998-99 created the framework upon which
change will be built
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You lead the way nationally– there are others of
course but all other efforts are a distant second
to this organization.
Organic integrity is of the utmost importance
Rely on OMRI as much as possible

Each of us in our own little section of the organic
world has a role to play
Not only do we need to be skilled and educated
practitioners, we need to be advocates and
educators for our positions.
The conventional industry advocates very
strongly for themselves and we must do the
same

OLC struggles—we owe a debt of gratitude to
Jenna, Jeremy, and staff for their great work
It is with deep appreciation that we offer our
thanks to you, our members,
Without your involvement we would not be
where we are today
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Final thought
All of you are helping to drive the change that is
needed and necessary for future generations
Most importantly you are providing solutions
Our mission becomes a blend of advocacy and
profitability. An educated organic consumer can
only be satisfied by an educated organic
practitioner
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